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l»U Hon.
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Hew York, Tuesday, December 16, 1863.

THE SITUATION.
With ihe exception of some heavy firing be¬

tween the outposts of both armies there was no

fighting on the Rappahannock yesterday. Every¬
thing was quiet, and the terrible conflict of Satur¬

day ia not yet renewed. Our troopB were busy
yesterday removing the wounded to the river aide,
lest the ent-ruy should shell the city when the
battle is renewed. The rebels, meantime, are

actively engaged strengthening their defences.
At one time yesterday they made a feint to attack
General Franklin's forces, but did not accomplish
it. Beyond tl is slight demonstration there was no

evidence of a design to renew the contest. The
weather continued clear and salubrious, and the
roads were again in line condition. Since our

army crossed the river they have captured fully J
seven hundred prisoners.stragglers in the city, jsharpshooters on the river bank, and others taken
in front of the w orks. .jWe give to-day a fine trap of the scene of ope"
ration* around Fredericksburg; but, for reasons

which will be immediately cc mprehe ided by our

readers, we omit the location of the Union bat¬
teries. An additional list of casualties will be
found in our columns to-day, showing a heavy loss,
especially among our officers, in the fight of

Saturday.
On Sunday night, about eight o'clock, a body

of rebel cavalry uudcr Major White, about three
buudred and twenty-five strong, made a dash into
Poolesvil'.e. Md., and attacked a small body of
Union troops, numbering about thirty-five men of
ficott's cavalry, who were stationed in a wooden
building. After the bonne wa.- set on lire, and
the Union tr< ops had made the best resistance

they could, tlicy sunendercd and were at once

paroled. The rebels lost two killed atid thirteen
wounded in the skirmish. On our aide the loss
was only one killed and two wounded.
Various rumors were afloat yesterday, circu¬

lated by the Philadelphia papers, regarding the

movement* of General Bauks" expedition; some of
them to the effect thaUie bad landed at Wintou,
N.C.; had taken command of the army of the
Blarkwattr; had formed a junction with the troops
at Suflidk. and was advancing upon Weldcn uud

Petersburg.
The probability of these statements may be

judged from tho fact that th« brig Pcdto Sanchez
Hoi/, from Cuba, which arrived her« yesterd«'
reports having spoken tho Che Kiung, one of
General Banks* vessels, bound southward, on the
Ath iu-t., sbort twt nty-Qvr miles southeast of

Cape Hatters*; nti-1 on the text dny, the Gth, she

passed five more large steamers, going in the
aatnc direction.
The United States -team gnuboat Bienville also

artived here yeeterdny from Port ftoynl, 8. C.,
bringing In tow the gunboat K. B. Hale In a dis¬
abled condition. The officers of the Hale report
hav ing passed four steamers and a brig, all heavily
lad'-w with troops, bound iuto Port Royal, on tht
morning of the 10th io«t., when she was leaviuu
ti nt harbor. The landing of General Banks' troops
ai Wlnton, N. C., on Friday or Saturday is thrt"
out of the question. It Is known Unit the trans¬

port Thames, wLli four hundred men of the fine
Hundred and Fourteenth New York regitin nt, wa,--

glaabled and put into Port Royal, whore she wal

gaademncd as un«caworUiy by Uoneral Hrannnu.
qh fotcet newt Suffolk are not idle. Almo-t

every day General Di* sends out a reronnoitering
party to the Blackw ater. On Thursday last Gene¬

ral Ferry made an advam e towards Zuni and en¬

gaged a rebel force. After aome aevere fighting
he captured a captain and several privates. The

¦ndden swelling of the river prevented hia plana
from being fully carried out. r!

CONGRESS.
A large amount of business was transacted by

Congress yesterday, but we have only space for

reference to the most important proceedings.
In the Senate, Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, offered a

resolution, which was laid on the table, declaring
that after it had become manifest that an insur¬

rection against the United States was about to

break out in several Southern States, James Bu¬

chanan, then President, from sympathy with the
conspirators and their treasonable projects, failed
to take the necessary and proper measures to pre¬
vent it; wherefore he should receive the censure
and condemnation of the Senate and of the Ameri¬
can people. A resolution requesting the Presi"
nent, if not inconsistent with the public interests,
to transmit to the Seuate the report and accom¬

panying documents of Hon. Rervedy Johnson
as C ommissioner of the United Statetf during
last summer at New Orleans, was adopted-
Mr. Wright, of Indiana, offered a resolution,
which was also adopted, that the Committee on

the Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the
expediency of providing by act of Congress that

any loynl citizen of the United States, who has
sustained damage from the troops of the States
engaged in the present rebellion, may set off such
damages against any claim or demand against
him in any action at law by any such rebellious
States, or the agcuts or trustees of snch States, or

in any ease where such claim or demand is for the
use or benefit of such States. A resolution in¬
structing the Committee on Foreign Relations to

ipejuire whether some method cannot be devised
to manifest the sympathy of Congress with the
suflering Lancashire operatives, was ordered to
be printed. The resolution calling for information
relative to arbitrary arrests in Delaware was

taken np, and Mr. Davis made a speech, arguing
that the President had no authority, under the
constitution, to make such arrests. After an

executive sessiou the Senate adjourned.
In the House of Representatives a resolution,

declaring that in the judgment of the House there
should be no legislation changing the existing laws
providing for the payment of interest on the pub¬
lic debt in coin, was adopted by a vote of eighty-
one against twenty-four, and a joint resolution-
that the Secretary of the Treasury of the United
States be and is hereby authorized and empowered
to pay in coin any portion of the bonded public
debt maturing and falling due previous to the first
day of January, 1864. was referred to the Com¬
mittee of Ways and Means. Mr. Colfax introduced
a bill to reduce the duties on paper from thirty-
five down to ten per centum. It was referred
to the Committee on Ways and Means. Mr.
Noell, of Missouri, introduced a bill, which
was referred, to procure the abolisliment of
slavery in Missouri and provide compensation
to loyal owners. A resolution was Hdopted
instructing the Committee of Ways and Means to
inquire info the expediency of revising the tariff,
increasing the duty on foreign goods not of prime
nocrssity, so that tire importation of foreign goods
shall not exceed the amount exported of American
growth and manufacture, exclusive of specie. A
resolution endorsing the President's emancipation
proclamation was adopted by a vote of seventy-
eight against filty-one. The Army Appropriation
bill wns reported and made the special order for
Thursday. The first proposition for peace was in¬
troduced by Mr. Conway, of Kansas, who offered a

resolution in effect dissolving the Union, and ac¬

knowledging the independence of the Confederate
States. It was laid on the table.Mr. Conway
being the only one who voted in the negative. In
Committee of the Whole, Mr. Cox. of Ohio, de-
ivered a speech on the topics of the President's
Message and the removal of General MrClellan,
and at the conclusion of his remarks the House
adjourned.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.
A highly interesting and entertaining lecture,

illustrating the manners and customs of the Ja¬
panese. the nature of their country and its various
productions, was delivered at the Stuyvesant In¬
stitute last evening by Dr. Maegowan. The
audience was select and appreciative, and the lec¬
ture. of nearly two hours' duration, met with their
entire and hearty approbation. The lecturer has
been for nearly twenty years a resident m China
and Jcpan, and increased the interest of his re¬

marks by exhibiting specimens of the natural and
artificial productions of Japan.
The Tammany Society met last evening at Tam¬

many Hall, and after the usual preliminary busi¬
ness,Captain Doyle, of the Tammany regiment,
appeared be.ore them, with the once beautiful
flag which was presented by the society to this
regiment, when the greatest enthusiasm prevailed.
Captain Doyle, in a brief address, showed that
Old Tammany was ever loyal to the Union, and,
after appropriate responses by Grand Sachem
WaUrbury and others, a motion was made to de¬
posit it in the archives of the society. No elec¬
tion tor treasurer having taken place, on account
of other importanCbusmess, the warriors adjourn¬
ed for the celebration of Jackson's birthday.

Mr. Boole offered a preamble and resolution at
the Board of Aldermen, last evening, containing
wholesale charges of mismanagement, extrava¬
gance, fraud and corruption against the Central
Park Commissioners, and proposing to give the
management and control of that institution into
the hands of the Street CommLsioner, for which
purpose he asks for an appropriation of $2"»,ooo.
A regular meeting of the Board of Council-

men was held last c\ cuing, when a large amount
of routine business was transacted. The Board
adopted a resolution that the Governor of the
.-tate be re-pectfully requested to memorialise
Cougn -s, now in session, for an increase of twen-
U -five per cent on the pay 0f the rank and file and
line officers of all regiments from this city and
Mute now serving in the Army of the United
States. The Board then adjourned until this af¬
ternoon at four o'clock.
The Board of Excise for this city and connty

will h ild its flft-th and last session for granting
licenses to sell liquors on Thursday, the 1-uk
Instant, at one o'clock P. M., in the City Hull.

Inquests were Ukeu in four actions yesterday
agninst Fernanda Wood, brought by members of
the Metropolitan Police, for alleged assault and
battery dndng the conflict between the old and
tlo n-srpolico in 1857. The enita were not de-
fended by Mr. Wood, and verdict was given in
ouch case, for £4,000.
An action firs balance of >2,200 on a charter

party was commenced in the Superior Court yes-
t- rday, in which Mr. Russell Sturgia, a gentleman
somewhat nilx. d up with government war con-

tracts, is pi lintiff, and the well known honse of

Hpoford A Til -ston defendant*, it appears that
HQ-*,poo was paid by the United Statei govern¬
ment fur the a*" of the transport ship Marlon,
til >ugh they h id the privilege <»r purchasing her
out and ont for *100,000 after the first voyage.
On Sunday a telegraphic rablo was to be Inid

across tue Hudson river, about three miles above
W est Point, to take the place of the masts across
which the wire* havu been stretched heretofore at
Butter Hill. T'n cable is two thousand eight liun-
.Ir-'d feet lone, and is a piece of the celebrated
A'lantif cable.
The Hudson river is again free irom obstruction,

and on Hiiturday night eight towe, containing one
hundred and sixty loaded hosts, left Albanv for

XT
§ r

New York. A large number were also coming
down from Troy.

In the Court of General Sessions yesterday
Judge Hoffman delivered a charge to the Grand
Jury on the subject of arbitrary arrest* of citi¬
zens. In concluding he aaid it may not be possi¬
ble to prevent entirely the unlawful seiaure and
removal of citizens of our State, bat it is possible
to^convict and punish those who, in this respect,
8hall be found guilty of a violation of our laws.
The report conies from Memphis that the Union

gunboats hate again commenced the bombard¬
ment of Vicksburg.
The New York Tenth regiment (militia) will

leave Albany this morning for this city, and cm-

bark for the Banks expedition.
J. Wesley Greene. Jeff. Davis' peace envoy, has

been arrested in Chicago for obtaining goods un¬

der false pretences.
The stock mmkei was dull and lower yesterday.the

feature being a general unwillingness to do business.

Money was worth 0 per cent. Uold closed at 1317, a 132,
and exchange at 145,ta'. The bank statement shows an

increase of $l,460,0i"itt in loans and $1,087,819 in deposits,
and a decrease of $»,"4,U4 in specie.

Cotton was neglected yesterday, prices were nominal-
Hour, wheat and corn wore very dull and heavy. Pork
and lard were plenty, heavy and declining, while beef
was less active. A moderate business was reported in

sugars, whiskey, hops and tallow, but most other articles
were extremely quiet. There were hoavier freight en¬

gagements effected, but at lower rates.

From Fredericksburg.The Two Armies
Comparatively Q,uiet Yesterday.

As with us in New York, so at Fredericks¬

burg yesterday, the day was bright, warm and
beautiful. The weather and the roads were

highly favorable for active military operations;
and yet, beyond some irregular artillery dis¬

charges at long range, the day passed off quiet¬
ly between the two great hostile armies in full
view of each other. On our side, however, the
care of the wounded and the necessary prepa¬
rations for a more formidable and regular as¬

sault of the enemy's lines than that of Satur¬
day made it a busy day, while the enemy were

as industriously employed in strengthening
their defensive works and in all the precau¬
tionary measures suggested for a vigorous re¬

sistance
From all the information we have from the

field, we conclude that the heavy batteries of
General Burnside, with a very few exceptions,
are still on the high ground on this side of the
Rappahannock, from which they can make

very little impression upon the rebel earth¬
works along the crests of the hills beyond the
city on the opposite bank. It is probable,
therefore, that before he next assails the rebel
defences General "Burnside will transfer at least
a considerable number ©f his heavy guns to the
other side of the river, and sufficiently near to
silence the rebel batteries, preparatory to an.

other advance of his infantry to carry tbem by
storm. We have no doubt^of his power, by
means of his artillery to demolish, the enemy's
works, from the great advantage which he pos¬
sesses over them in the number, calibre and

improved construction of his heavy guns and
their projectiles. It is probable, therefore, that
some days may elapse before another movement
is made to carry the enemy's positions. The
attempt of Saturday, we think, shows that they
cannot be carried by our infantry until we shall
have silenced their enfilading batteries by an

overpowering bombardment.
Meantime the question recurs, why is it that

General Burnside has not been provided with
troops sufficient in numbers to enable him, with
an overwhelming pressure, to turn the flanks
of General Lee while occupying the bulk of
his forces to protect his centre? We oannot
answer. We only know that if the heads of the
War Office had determined upon reinforcing
General Burnside to the extent of fifty thousand
men. and upon a supporting diversion, by wav

of the James river, by another army of one

hundred thousand men, that both these things
could have been done without abandouing or

endangering any point of great importauce
which we occupy elsewhere within the rebel¬
lious States. We know, too, that a double
movement of this description upon Richmond,
in speedily securing -the heart of the rebel¬
lion." would immensely facilitate alt our de¬
signs in every othor quarter; but why this
crushing combination of forces has not boon

adopted is a mystery which we cannot unravel,
Wc hear, however, that a formidable movement

towards Richmond, by way of Suffolk and

Petersburg, is in active progress; but that the
forces of the Banks expedition are connected
with it is news which we apprehend is too good
to be true. It delighted this city yesterday;
but it is news which needs confirmation.
As will be seen, from a lending article which

we copy from the Richmond Ernniiner upon
the subject, the rebel leaders of that city are in
a state of alann at the enormous magnitude of
our land and water combinations and forces
which are advancing upon them around the
entire circle of the rebellion. But the atten¬

tion of the loyal twenty-three millions of our

people Is fixed upon Richmond and upon the
army ofGeneral Pu inside, and should the rea¬

sonable demands and just expectations of these

loyal people be disappointed In another loug,
doubtful and exhausting campaign for Rich¬
mond. the administration will be held to a fear¬
ful accountability. We earnestly admonish our

patriotic President that the attention of the
country is fixed upon Richmond, and that upon
the speedy success of our Ariny of the Totomac

depends, in all probability, the success of his
administration.

Revolition in Japan..Accounts received
by way of Ban Francisco to the 25th of October
make mention of a revolution having been ef¬
fected there favorable to foreigners and rcstric.
tive of the power of the Tycoon. We am left
kt the dark as to the immediate causes and ob¬
jects of this movement; but It is to be inferred
that another cowurdly attack made on a party
of Kngiish people by the retainers of one of the
high princes of the empire, in which one gen¬
tleman was literally out to pieces and two
others sorcrely wounded, has had something to
do with it. There was a lanre number of Kn*>

j T.
llsh, French and Dutch men-of-war in the port
of Yokabama at the time, and, thoughno action
was immediately taken bf them in the matter,
It is not Improbable that, subsequent to the de¬
parture of the vessel that brings the announce¬

ment, euch demands for redress were unitedly
made by them as afforded to the party favora¬
ble to the foreign interest an opportunity of
insisting upon a relaxation of the restrictions
imposed upon trade. The news will be receiv¬
ed with satisfaction by all who have an interest,
present or prospective, in opening up the re¬

sources of this exclusive empire.
Th« Fight at Fredericksburg.Awful
Hespomalblltty of the War Depart*
meat.
The nows which we published yesterday and

publish to-day from the Rappahannock is highly
creditable to our able generals and gallant
troops, but far from honorable to the War De¬
partment or hopeful for the country. With
brilliaut deeds of arms, and with the most ter¬
rific fighting, the enemy is still In possession of
his strongholds, and we have failed to dislodge
him. Buruside has done all that a skilful com¬

mander could do. the subordinate officers have
acquitted themselves like heroes, and the rank
and file of our army have fought with an ob¬
stinacy and a determination almost without
a parallel in the history of war. Yet. from
the advantages possessed by the enemy, the
assault upon his works has been unsuccessful,
and thousands of brave3 have fallen in vain.
The truth may as well be told.the finest army
that ever trod the earth, possessing superior
arms, large and small, and with all the appli¬
ances and resources of war at command, has
suffered a deoided repulse at the hands of a half
naked, half starved, half armed foe.
The easy crossing of the liver on Thursday

was a suspicions circumstance, which the subse¬
quent event? have only too well explained.
The rebel General-in-Chief saw the advantage of
the position which the authorities at Washing¬
ton threw into his hands, and he made good use

of the opportunity. This route to Richmond
was the very one which the insurgent chiefs de¬
sired our government to splect. It abounds
with natural difficulties, and the War Depart¬
ment has permitted the enemy to add so many
artificial obstructions that the campaign in Vir¬
ginia this winter is likely to prove a failure.
The story of this campaign is the story of the

Chickahominy, Harrison's Landing and Antio-
tarn repeated. Reinforcements were delibe¬
rately and pertinaciously withheld from MeClel"
lan previous to the seven days' battles before
Richmond, which reinforoements would have
placed him in possesion of that city in a few
days and saved thousands of livos. The same

is tnie of the situation at Harrison's Landing-
After the terrible battle of Antietam, which
won by his skill, saved Washington and caused
the enemy to retreat over the Potomac, needful
supplies were withheld from hiiu, which pre¬
vented the rapid pursuit of Lee; and when he
was at length in close proximity to the foe. and
would have compelled hiin to fight or abandon
Richmond, he was suddenly removed from the
command of the army. The strong probability
is that. had he been permitted to continue his
own course, he would have been in possession
of the rebel capital within a week. But
he was stripped of his command for
political reasons by the imbeciles at

Washington, and the base of operations was

changed to Aquia Creek.a course betraying
the samo vacillation and blind groping in the
dark which had been previously exhibited in
the case of McDowell's army. McClellan was

ordered to advance by the valley of Virginia
towards Gordonsville. That plan is aban¬
doned, and another is substituted which is still
worse, and which no military man of ability
would have ever recommended. MeUlellan's
own plan was the route of the James river.a
plan which will probably yet have to be adopt¬
ed if Richmond is ever to be taken.

Burnsid<> was appointed McClellan's succes¬

sor, and was directed to proceed to Falmouth,
opposite Fredericksburg. The bridges had
been burned down. Instead of having the ma¬

terials for the repair of the railroad from Aquia
Creek to Fredericksburg ready, in order for the
speedy transportion of supplies, nothing had
been done when General Burnsidearnvod.and,
worse still, the pontoons for crossing the river
were not there. This red tape neglect was so

flagrant as to cause General Ilurnride himself
to repair to Washington to remonstrate with
"the powers that be" For ten days their
arrival was delayed, which gave the on°niy
ample time to concentrate bis forces an-1
to erect strong fortifications on the hills
behind Fredericksburg Had the pontoons
been at hnnd when Bnrnside reached Fal¬
mouth be would have captured Fredericks¬
burg without a struggle, occupied the heights
beyond without any difficulty, and probably
would have been in Richmond bofore now, had
a supporting movement at the same time been
made on the James river The ground behind
Fredericksburg wus thou unfortified, and the
city was held only by a handful of rebels. The
delay was fatal; and Lee could ask no gr»ater
advantage than the crossing of our army in the
face of his works.an army with a river close
at its back to ent off its retreat in the event of
. disastrous defeat, and an enemy before it
which oould either giro bat tle or safely retreat,
according to circumstances. The result is re¬

pulse, great loss of life, and probably
greater loss in the future. The War Depart¬
ment is accountable. The country is thorough¬
ly aroused, and, in view of tho direct and fear¬
ful responsibilities of the government to the
people, we trust Mr. Lincoln will lose no time
in putting an end to a career of imbecility
which is mining tho nation and bringing it into
contempt with tho civilixud world.

INTERESTING FROM NORTH CAROLINA.
Plymouth, II. Destroyed by Fire.A

Skirmish Hear Suffolk.
Nawmcav, >r. u, Doc. 10, 1R0U

The Ctiloit Platen steam tnueport S b. Collins,(.'opt.
Nickson, leave* hero this morning ror Now York

('apt. Jam** C. Slight, Chief Qinrinrinastor of this So
parlm-lit, wboke ocoikpnicul ndminlslratloii lias aaved the
government millions of di>liu>-s,i* to i*> promoted t . ti,*
rank of IJetitetistit (Wrnirt, «n<J Is to ho trarsierred to
New Orleans. Mt>>r Oenernl Poster, however, claim* hia
services here at.» military t ec -sally.
The free labor ra"vmn?nt, which nss been extensively

sod quietly orgsntr.ed in Kiatrrn North Osnffina, is uudnr
stood to be preparatory to the reorganisation n- the gov
ofnment of the Ptat>- on a loyal bails so that North
t aroln a may a'uept IVHM<I<<01 Llmxda'i policy at com-
pensai"d emancipation.

there ta tench animation in military metiers In this
riepirttnaut, and lra|s rtaut results maybe ><k n tor
seen,

I'HiLAtecT.miA, Tkw. 16, ISM.
lbs Knrtresa Monroe letter ot the l«th Instant saystlmt Plymouth, N r.. had been destroyed b< Are.'hut by

what division of the Union army wan not known.

rwwr at Hxanaw..'lhe 8ebb»th school and choir of
the Karleiu first fiaptlet church, by request, will repnai
their concert on Tuesday evening, imoemher IS, at the
church, in Fifth avenue, nsar 1-iTth street, Um enure
pr.n-eeda is he appropriated fpr the relief et eer nek sad
..-okI-S arMi.a

IEW8 FROM PORT ROTAL, 8. C.

Arrival of the Steamers Bien¬
ville and Hale.

Twe Vwselg of tht Basks Expedition
at Port Royal.

Four Steamers and a Brig Bound In
Laden with Troops,

as, as.. a«.

The tinned Slates steam gunboat Bienville, Commander
J. R. M Mullany, arrived at this port yesterday morning
from l'ort Royal, vuCharleston bar, Hth Inst., having in

tow the United States steam gunboat E. B Hale, disabled.
Sh« left at the latter {.lace the English steam frigate
Ariadne and a steam sloop-of war, which veseols had just
communicated with the rebels by a flagot truce
The Bienville returns to this port for repairs after an

absence of thlrteon months She has been uudor steam
three hundred and eighty days, during which time she
has captured eleven prizes, two of which.the Stettin
and Patras.wore sent to this city, the former having
sinoe been turned into a gunboat, and 13 uow doiug active
service. f

She brings a large mail tr.»m the navy and army, and
also a number of naval officers ordered to differQUI ' essols
fitting out for sea.

The following list of tier p*wi*!igor.s _
Wm R. Mayo, LieutenantCoufRltmlor,U. S X., Jonathan

Young, Lieutenant Commander, U. S. N.. Edward Con-
roy, Acting Volunteer l ieutenant. U. S. N.; Howard Tib-
bits and Thomas Crisholtn, Acting Masters, U. 8 N Jew.
Smith, Christopher Long and J. (J. Foster, Gunners,V. S.
N.; G. H. Ingersoll, Captain's Cleric, U S. N.; Calvin
Howland. Acting Third Assistuut Engineer, U. S. N.; Vigo
llald, Acting Master's Mate, I M. N.; Capt James P. Lew,
stall of Brigadier General Saxton, U. S A Capt. Hugh
Cuiotui.ky, Mr. Michael ( ummisky, ami Mr James Slums,
steamer John Adams; Mr. W. II. Heard and Mr. George
Colt, Mr. John F. ltakor, Second Male of a buoy schoouer
The iullowing ts a list of the offl'-erg of the Bienville .
Commander.J. R M. Muliany.
Lieutenant Cummaiuler.A. K. H. Benham
Acting Makers.Frank Smith, Edward H. Shafifield.

Benjamin Whitmore, Wm. Bates.
Snrgeon.Isaac T. t'oates.
Pa'nnarter.Wm Wallace Goodwin
Senior Engineer.Wm F. Wright
Sei 'snd A$»i»tant Mnmneer.Henrj Hill
Third Assistant Unymeers.Jarcd Lay, Jamos Fountain,

Bernard Rellejr.
Ma tier's Mate*.XV rn. W. Brandt, Frank H Wllks, Wm.

E. Littleficld. Alfred Baxter.
Acting Gunner.Geo. 1'. Flntc.
Captain'* Clerk.Eugene Doveraux.
Paymaster's Gl*rk.G. P. Smith
The United States steamer E. B. Hale, A T Sueil, Lieu¬

tenant Commanding, from Port Royal, arrived at this port
yesterday, in tow of the steamship Bienville
Sailed from Port Royal on the morning of the 10th,

and pawl 1wr sieamtrs and a brig bound in, all Hyxvihy
lailen with troops.
The history of the Hale Is full of interest She was put

in commission September 4, 1801, and Roon afterwards
joined the Potomac llotilla. In December she was as

signed to the Qrdaanca Department and sent toPori Royal,
with a cargo of shot aDd shell. The day after hnr arrival
she led the advance in the attack on Port Royal Ferry.
Prior to tho bombardment of Fort Pulaski she was de¬
tailed to cut off communication botweeu Savannah and
thai work. Here she wns attacked twice by tho robol
gunboats under Tatnall. im both occasions they wore
repulsed. Tho last time Tatnall put back with his flagship
on fire. During the siege of Pulaski tho Halo wag In close
proximity, and was tho only vussel lired at by the rebels.
In April she was ordered to North Edisto. Twelve
miles from the mouth of the river she engaged a rebel
battory single handed, and after a sharp fight of an

hour's duration compelled its surronder For this
act she was complimented by the Secretary of the
Navy, her officers and crew being assured of the De¬
partment's appreciation of their gallantry and servi¬
ces. i-'he was also conspicuous iu tho attack on James

Island, and would have taken the Tower battery, which
made such fearful havoc among our soldiers, bad not
General L'enham, in his auxiety to make it an army
fight, foolishly refused to avail himself of bar services.
In Juiy she was ordered to the coast of Georgia for
blockading purposes, and was soon alterwards assigned to
the command of tho naval forces in St. Johns river, Kla
During a temporary nbsenco at Port Royal tho rebels oon
si met ed batter ios on St. Johns Bluff Iu tbo final and
successful attack tho Halo led tbo advance, and bor flag
was hoisted on the rebel work- Soon aft-r she passed
up St lobns river one hundred nnd sixty miles and aided
in the capture of tho steamer Governor Milton Her last
achmvemetit wa- the capture of tho schooner Ware, in

Nassau river, laden with turpentine and cotton.
After a year's absence.a year of valuable hotvice.she

returns disabled, and will undergo thorough ropairs
The following is a list of bor offlcors .
Lieutenant Commanding.A. T. Maoil.
Action Master and FUrcutv OJ.cer.V Dickinson.
Paymaeh-r.Asa C. Winter
Surgeon.W. N. Pindrll.
Acting Kntiyn.H. St.ihl
Senior Mower.C. H. Harrington
A instant Bnihneers.D Hnltou, Georgo Taylor
Ma'es.].; p Palmer, 0. Edwards
Pai/tiuistet t Clerk.W G Uray.

Our Hilton Htsd Correspondence,
Hii.ton Hkai>,8 C Dec in, lwij

Arrinal of a ruction ol General Banks Knpedition at Port
Maya'.Ai.cuieiU to the Propeller Jhamei the is Con
demriea by a Hoard of Sure*].A Mud Between Gene¬
ral Norton, Military Governor of South Carolina, and
the Tenth Army Corps, die.
The steamship Ericsson, with Oolonel D. 0 Littlejohu' »

f>ne Hundred ami 'leutli regimont of New York Volun¬
teers on board, arrived at Port Royal on Monday ovcnlng.
She had in tow the propeller Thames, ladon with four
hundred men or the One Hundred and Fourteenth New
York regimcut, Colonel Smith. Tb .-se troops are a por¬
tion of tbn expedition of Major Geucral Banks, but put Into
this iKirt on account of an accident to the machinery ol
the Th»m«e They sailed from Hampton l'.oads, in com
pany with twelve other vessels, on Thursday, tho 4tb
inat. On Friday, while at. iut three miles astern of the
Ericsson, the Thimes hoi.-ted a signal of distress, and
Captain IkJwber at ouco put hb vossul about and wont to
her rollef. The wind waa blowing very fro-b nt the time,
aud shortly afterwards ln< reaped to a gain, which lasted
throughout the following day. At two P. M. on Saturday,
In latiludo 34 dogroes 44 minntse, longitude 70 degrocs 10
minutes, the hawser connecting the two vessels was part
ed, when Harry Darclay, the first oiUcor of the Ericsson,
with larlng intrepidity and at tho risk of l.*j0g th0'
lives of himself and crew, succeeded lo k.weriug a boat
and getting the hawser again on board. The effect of the
gain was foarful. In her disabled condition the Thames was
rolled and tossed about to such an oxtent that for a time
It was thought she would go to pieces. The rations of tho
troops were thrown overboard, and the hod-of tho
water casks rnockod in, to Itghtoa bor. While Mr. Bar
clay was endeavoring to reooonect Uio vossola Uioy col¬
lided, the Erkssaon losing two of her boats, and tho
Thames sustaining serious injuries in her bows.
Tho risking of the lives of four hundred men ta a

steamer like tbo Thatnoc is an oulraga which calls for Uw
loudest coodotanation. A board ot survey, apjminted by
General Rrannan, made an examination sf the ves-el yes¬
terday and they report bor to tie utterly un-enworthj.
Her sides are ccnstriictod of pine, and are so frail as to
bo positively unsafe. Mhe was l.ullt silbsr fi»r service In
smooth water, or, what is more likely, to bring ra Gey
Into the irackeu of hor owners by her she to the gov rn
ment. it waa the purpose of Colonel Uttlejohn, who Is
in command of the brigade, of which tho.'e forcoa arc a

portion, to transfer the troops on board the Thames
to some other steamer at this port an! proceed
at once to their destination; but tbe insufir
clunt means of transportation at Gouoral Bran,
nan's command roodered such a plan ,m

practicable,and so O olonol Smith's detachment remain
hers, while the Eric-sou, having rop'onlsbod hor supplies
of coal and water, has gone on to overtake Hi# balance of
the expedition at tho appointed place of rendasreus.
The secret of Uenoral Rinks' destination has been well

kept. No one on b *»rd oilher the Ericsson or the Thames
was ante to impart it. Ruth vessels were under sealod
ordsrs, not to ho opened till after pawing Port Royal. I
surmise, however, that the nsxt arrivals from tho Gulf
will rovosl the whereabouts of General Ranks' forces, and
that Uis capturs of Mobile is to be among the more im-
portent items which tbny will bring.
A little feud lias arisen In Beauinrt between Genera'

Bixton and tbe foroeo of the Tenth Army norpa. Last
week, during the abseuoo at Fornsndlna of Unaeral Bran-
can and f'olonel Good. the latter of whom is in command
of Ml. Duces on Port Royal Island, Colonel Richard While*
of Uie Fifty.fifth Pennsylvania, was temporarily placed In

authority. Ry his ooiumund a stable, used by some of
General Saxton's employes, was torn down. General
Saxton remonstrated, and I loam that hard words
-.owed dl any rath, Mm General nrosnmed noon hi"

rank to place Colons! Whits tn arrest, and to assume
ths control of the .Hilary forces Upon ttsworri
Urannaa'a retain, taat Muaday, Ueaecal Boston preferred
against Colonel White several charges, among which are
"conduct prejudicial to good order and military disci
pltne" and "conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentle
man." Geueral Rntnnan, while denying the right of
Genera! Saxton to exercise any authority over the troops,
has, nevertheless, ordered a general court martial to be
convened, and the following officers, comprising the de¬
tail of theoourt,are to day trying the oaee:.Brigadier
General Torry, United States Volunteers; Colonel T H.
Good, Forty seventh Pennsylvania; Colonel H R. Guhs,
Ninety-seventh Pennsylvania. Colonel .T D Rust, Eighth
llaiue. Colonel J. R. Hawley, Seventh Connecticut-
Colonel Edward Metcalf, Third Rhode Island artillery,
Lieutenant Colonel G. W. Alexander, Forty seventh Penn¬
sylvania; Lieutenant Colonel J. F. Twttchell, Eighth
Maine, Lieutenant Colonel J. H. Bedell, Third New Hamp¬
shire; Major Gausler, Forty seventh Pennsylvania; Major
John Freoee, Third Rhode Island artillery-Captain J. P.
S. Gobtn, Forty seventh Pennsylvania, Judge Advocate.
Among the officers of the corps the act of General Saxtoa
is generally deemed a usurpation on his part; and, inas¬
much sa this opinion is to be either sustained or out¬
weighed by the Court, a good deal of Interest is mani¬
fested in the trial.
The ferry boat John Adams, from Boston on the 25th

sit., arrived here safely on Monday evening, after a

rough and tedious pas-age Hho has been purchased by
the Navy Department, and will prove very serviceable is
the shallow waters of tbe Souihern coasi.

REBEL CAVALRY RAID INTO POOLESVILLB.
Washington, Dec. 15,1868.

Last uight, about eight o'clock, rebel cavalry und^
Major White, abojjt three hundred and niUGlf-Avo strong,
made a rajd '4ato Poolosvllle, Maryland. They found there
tbtfty-fcve men of Company L, Scott's Nine Hundred,
quartered in a wooden building. Aftor a brief but deter¬
mined struggle, and when the building was on llro, Lieu¬
tenant Smith and seveuieeu men of Company L surrender¬
ed and were paroled. fin our aide the loss was one killed,
Lieutenant Stiles, and two wounded, namelyLieutenant
Smith and Corporal Berry. The rebels lost two killed and
thirteen wounded Of course they took everything valu¬
able from the men they paroled, and thoroughly stripped
tho body of Lieutenant Stiles, who was, according to the

testimony of Colonel Jamos B Swain, one ot the bravest
meu tbat ever served his country Ho had been tan
years lu tbe regular service

Another Account .

Washington, Deo. M, IMS.
Company L, of tho Scott Nine Hundred cavalry, Lien*

tenant Smith commanding, which was stotloued as a
picket guard at Pooiesville, Md., was attacked last night
by two hundred and sixty-live rebel oavalry, under Maior
White
Of tbe Scott Nine Huudrod one man, Sergeant Stiles,

was killed, and one, Corporal Berry, wounded. The rebels
lost two killed and thirteeu wounded
At last tbe rebels succeeded In sotting Are to the butld-

'ng tu which tho Scott Nine Hundred had their quarters,
and Lieutenant Smith, with seventeen men, surrendered.
The remaining eighteen men escaped. Considering ths
disparity of numbers, the resistance made by tbe Soott
Nine Hundred was vigorous if unsuccessful

INTERESTING FROM NASHVILLE.
NAsnvn.TS, Dec. 16,1861

According to the Rebel Banner J off Davis hag arrived
at Murtreesboro, and Is tbe guest of Mr. Manuoy.
The rebels have reoccupted Franklin.
Tbe enemy seem to be moving up. Forrest Is not St

Charlotte, but there >. a heavy force at NolensvlDS and
Triune

NEWS FROM WASHINGTON.
Washington, Dec 16,1MB

THE PAYMENT OP THE INTEREST ON THE PUBLIC DEBT
IN SPEC IB.

the members of the Committee on Ways and Meang
voted as follows to-day on Mr Wnsbburue's resolution,
declaring, as the judgment of the Ilouro, that there
should bo no legislation changing the existing law pro.
viding for the payment of Interest on the public debt ha
coin.Yeas.Messrs. titration, Morrill of Vt., Marlon

9
Hooper and Mayuard. Mr. Stovons only votod In ths
negative Messrs spauldlng, Phelps of Mo., and Corning
were absent.
THE BAN REMOVED FROM ALLEGRO DISLOYAL NEWS¬

PAPERS.
The Postmaster General, Mr. Blair, bur, rescinded all the

order* heretofore made excluding from the post offloes
and malls of the United Statos certain newspapers pre¬
sented by graud juries and otherwise represented as dis¬
loyal to the government.
ENFORCEMENT OP THE PENALTY RELATIVE TO NON-

USE OF REVENUE STAMPS.

Representations having boeQ made at the office of Inter¬
nal Revenue that many persons who are required by ths
Excise law to use | ropnetary stamps are neglecting Is
comply with the provision, the Commitskmor has Issued
a circular Instructing collectors to enforce tbe penalty In
all Much cases.

PROCEEDINGS OP CONOKB8S.PROPOSITIONS OP TRAGI
FROM THE RADICALS.

This was resolution day in tbe Houso, and some eeasn-
tfoual matters were introduced. Mr. Conway's menta¬
tion h to dissolve tbe Union and entablsh peace worn
tabled by a powerful majority. It has been predicted
for some time that the Arst proposition of peace with
tho relicts would comi from the anti-slavery radicals;
but tbo proposition to swa3b tho Union altogether was

hardly export-.d in Congress
Mr. Pendleton, of Ohio, banded in a revolution of In¬

quiry, which would have pro luced some commotion If a
battle was not impending on the war path to Richmond.
He asked whether parties arrested by government- had
not been offered release upon taking au oath not to opposn
by word or action the eimuci|iat!on proclamation. Ths
House voted that thin was nn absurd proposition, and
tallied it.

This day in Congros« has been marked by (he introduc¬
tion of the resolutions of Mr Conway, of Kansas Tbey
ropi c-ont thu dispafrlug feeling of tbe real radicals here.
Mr Cook, of Ohio, has made a speech, which ar-

raign3 tbe Executive for his disregard of the
teachings of tbe elections, and Fenator Davis, ef
Kentucky, bas adm nubed the rabid republicans
that the people of tbe West are tired ol mill slavory
legislation and policy, and tbev, together with the peopls
of Pennsylvania and New York, will insist tl.at tbe war
shall be carried an boreal ter for the restoration ui the
Colon purely and oaiipy Mr. I>ivls ran through
the practice of Gmerul Wis.iIn ton d-wing
llie Revolutionary war, and his administ.-aitow
O tbe government, to sbo v that fixcuilve
art ea is for alleged dlslova'ty "ere male ruby, t to thh
action of Congress, an that It was never pretended us

the early days of the republic that tho hut>ct» corpus
could bo suspended except by Congressional auA.rlty
Ksfer.Ing to an old saying or General emm
son, that had he been in military
mind in New England during tbe war of DUE, »

would have bung tbe members or tbe Hartiora
Convention. Mr. Davis regretted tbsl Old Hickory had
not been In power during tbe winter of 1860-61 is

have administered like puniahineot upon traitors
here In Washington at that time. Tbe President Is
not reporting to Congress all arrests and imprisonments
had stepped out of the Executive Mansion Info Congress,
and bail become under tbe war power, n militarydlot*.
tor. Mr. Davis ridiculed the idea of the Indemnity bin Of
tbe House, and said any lawyer or court would aoout It as
tbey would ConAocatlon bills, ke. After tho legislation of
last session, In connection with the Crftteoden resolutioas
of the extra session, and of tbo proclaim*
(ion of the President In fleploraber, his heart
aunk within; but hope had boon revived by ths
voire of the people of the N'irtU at the eleotkma. Refer¬
ring to tho abuse of Kentucky by radical Senators, he
said that she had raised thirty nine regiments of infantry
and fourteen of cavalry for the Union armies, nad ths
bill passed at the last mission for tbe raising of tho Horns
Guard tho raid of Morgan into Kentucky would nsver

hare taken place.
EMANCIPATION IN MISSOURI.

Tbo bill for cmanci|iattnn for the State of Missouri,
introduced by Mr. Noell, provides tbat on the adoption
by that State of a system of Immediate eiusncl jstlos of
all their slaves, to bike effort January 1,1686, ttw gov¬
ernment of tho United state* will apply ten million
dollars of six per cent bonds, redeeroablo lu thirty years,
to compensate the loyal owners for their loss; also tnat

government will remove and colonize tbe emancipated
sloven- also that no compensation for slavea shall bs
made to owners who have boon or may hereafter be la
arms against ths government during the rebellion.

ship saws.
NUT.

Ship Napoleon.
Here'iiio'iTVlerlwlng -A l by pilot boat Mary Catharine

No. 6
ARRIVED.

Bark Ocean* Favorite, A. S. Ttiibelt, from Buenos Afros
Oot S for Boston.

Arrivals and Drpsrinrts.
ARRIVALS.

Bassos AT1W.Bark Oman* fsrorlis-W A Rlchardsow,Hen- Jsreey; FAngell. nf MMSsohusriis.


